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When | went to the University of Nebraska, in Lincoln, there were times when | needed to surround r
with art. Loneliness, bad grades and no money made me look for comfort in something outside of myse

Girls and booze were helpful, but the quiet pastoral setting of Sheldon Art Gallery was my solace. H
found a cathedral where one could quietly meditate, without being directed to stand up and sit down wh
singing songs that werenét that fdAcatchyo.

When | got a teaching job in Gretna | looked for a place to live between there and Lincoln. Ashland
the biggest dot on the map. | felt | made a good fit here. The neighborhoods were less regulated by th
Ahavesod and Ahave notso. There could be a ver
which house was mine?) it was very democratic.

People here are very accepting of outsiders, rich or poor, and those of us who are a little different.

The point is that Ashland is a |ittle fABohemi
Downtown Ashland is demonstrating the fruits of this heritage by the sprouting of art galleries and studi

Our newest gallery is the Glacial Till Winery on Silver Street, owned by newcomers, the Murman fan
What a good idea: combining wine and art. They have just opened an art gallery in their second floor Ic
space. |l tds nice and definitely worth a visit

rs to the west is Gene Ronclk
ki 6s unique art of mono prin
the paintings and scul pture

Down a couple do
you have Tom Maj e
downt own you find

0]
S

There are many artists in the area, but these four venues are right in the middle of pedestrian friendl
downt own Ashl and. Add t eGrderwaadd Highi Seshbol andadur. Ashiamde p h
Greenwood Grade School displays of budding artists and you have a very rounded art experience in a:
concentrated area.

So if youodre feeling a little Aoffo and you
good for your soul.

~ Lowell Krueger: Ashland Arts Council President



TOURS OF ST. STEPHEN'S

In October of 1992 the START Tourism Committee joined with the Ashland Arts Council in assuming
possession of St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. There were few parishioners and the Episcopal Diocese felt 1
could no longer afford the upkeep of the church. It needed a new roof, needed to be painted and was falling
into disrepair. The church was sold to the Ashland Arts Council for one dollar.

The roof was repaired first. When the Mormons came though Ashland in 1997, they used St. Stephen's fo
service and wanted to show their appreciation. The Lincoln ward painted the church. Alice Graham was mos
enthusiastic about having tours of the building and the other board members felt it would be a way to show ©
the building and raise some money for upkeep.

Mary Roncka of Willow Point Gallery set up tours of Ashland and began including tours of St. Stephen's ir
about the year 2000. Board members Helen Greene, Lowell Krueger and Shirley Simpson conducted those
tours. When Helen moved to Lincoln, Peg Lutton was added to the tour guide list.

Since the Episcopal Church had left vestments, communion vessels and records books with the church, tl
are displayed during those tours. In addition, there are pictures of a 1904 wedding that was held in the churc
along with pictures of more recent weddings. Local artists have donated paintings which hang on the walls o
the north room. The reed organ is played for a little carol singing at Christmas and tour participants are often
allowed to play the ancient instrument which was restored by Ellis Grauerholz.

The tours vary in size from two people to forty. They are usually groups from churches or tour companies
or reunions or Red Hat Ladies or extension clubs from Omaha or Lincoln or Beatrice, Aurora or York. One of
the early groups was from Sioux Falls, South Dakota. We have had family reunion groups staying at Mahone
State Park who came from all over the country. One such group was comprised of architects and engineers
who were interested in the way the building had been put together in 1872.

St. Stephen's is a jewel and we want to share it.

~ Peg Lutton
Ashland Arts Council Secretary
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Board Members Whose Terms Are Expiring
The terms of Jerry Froistad, Linda Hatfield
and Peg Lutton are expiring this year, and they
are up for reelection. Nominations will also

be taken from the floor at the Annual Meeting
which will be held on Sunday, April 10, 2011.
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Thereds work to be done. Th e

college scholarships to be determined, one which is especially

lwe¢2hwy important: the Ashland Arts Council Scholarship.
IEISéMpch X Therebds probably a newspape
Ma; Irese | gleaned for an article for the bulletin board in the hallway.
WRI et Se A calendar holds the date and times when she meets with her
A mentee, although being at scl
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Her hard work and support will be missed. Her kind heart
and gentle soul will be missed most of all.

AAC President: Lowell Krueger.
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Ashland Arts
Council

At the Historic Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church
Presents

“Tatyana comes to
us from Russia where
the talented pianist and
composer taught and

performed at the
e R VAt Rachmaninov Children's
1 Musical School.

| Come see her per-
. form in person at the
S8 shiand Arts Council s
: ! Historic Saint Stephen s
* . ' Episcopal Church in
- Ashland, Nebraska.”*

Free will offering.

Sunday, March 27th, 2011

Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church /-l\
16th & Adams

*C.D.s available at the concert. 3:00 p.m. AAC



About the Musician

Tatyana Boellstorff was born in Soviet Russia, and grew up in the dark days of the cold war. Beginning at
age 6, she took many, many piano lessons, which eventually led to her graduation at the top of her class at 1
Tashkent Conservatory with emphasis on concert piano and musical arrangement.

Tatyana spent the next twenty years teaching and performing at the Rachmaninov Children's Musical
School, and performing at weekly concerts in a popular resort town in the Stavropol area. This represents qt
an accomplishmentthe Russians take their performing arts, especially classical piano, very seriously. She
moved to the United States in 2004, and has been working as a church pianist/Organist, as well as giving ot
piano concerts and teaching intermediate and advanced students.

Tatyana is now working on two different series of miigilce first is a collection of music that she is
writing, and the second, is the single handed revitalization of salon music from the late 19th Century, and is
the subject of this current concert/release party.

About the Music.

Have you ever come across some old sheet music in an antique store, and wondered what it would soun
like? Our musical tastes have changed a lot over the years. Recorded music has made music available in w.
unimaginable to our ancestors. There is a lot of music out there that we simply do not hear. It is neither
classical music, nor is it the occasional piece orgerire that has managed to hang on through luck, or the
happy circumstances of popularity. Music that we would normally find thoroughly enjoyable languishes on
dusty shelves and inside creaky old piano benches, simply because the casual musician would find them
impossible to play, and because they did not find the right people to preserve them and carry them forward t
our time.

The music from the late 1800's to the beginning of the 20th Century marked the end of an age in an
exceptional manner. It was the culmination of a technical trend that intersected with the cultural explosion of
recorded music, and it spelt disaster for beautiful songs that in other times would have eventually made it int
the hallowed realms of classical music. The most popular of this form of music was referred to as 'Salon
Music', often written and played in the Romantic Style.

Salon music was simply the popular music of the day, played in smaller concerts to a relatively small
audience. At the time, of course, there was no radio, and no recorded music to speak of (not counting playet
pianos, of course). If you wanted good music, you had to play it yourself. There were a lot more pianists in
those times, and many of them were more highly skilled than pianists are these days, as a whole. Instead of
having popular recordings of music, you bought sheet music, and learned it yourself.

One thing that was different about salon music was that the musician is as much a part of the show as the
music itself was. While classical music was played in a more formal style, with an emphasis on strictly
playing the music as written, a salon musician was first and foremost, a showman. Some of the famous salo
musicians remain famous to this day for their style and behavior both in front of, and away from a piano. Lis:
and Chopin were both well known salon musicians.
Romantic music was not to be played by the faint of heart. The emotions of the composer had to come
through, through the notes and the expression of the pianist. It was not a job for the average pianist, and oft
the single best performer of a piece of music would be the actual composer or arranger. There is a lot of
musical variety to salon musicfrom the bold to the delicate but the one thing that it all has in common is
that it is as much a performance as it is music.

Tatyana has been looking at old musi&s a classically trained concert pianist (top of her class at Tashkent
Conservatory), she knows and loves music that can showcase her abilities, and many of these pieces are re
forgotten gems. While most musicians would shy away from them, as being entirely too difficult to master,
she is happy to spend the weeks to get to know them, and to polish them and bring them out of their hundre
year slumber and back.



ANNUAL MEETING

The annual dinner meeting of the Ashland Arts Council will be held at the Ashland Golf Club on Sunday,
April 10th at 1:00 p.m. The meal will be catered by Brian Whitehead. A pork medallion dinner will be
featured. The cost of the meal, which includes tax and gratuity, is $14.00.

Kim Cooper wil/ be our speaker at this year 6s a
Omabha and attended Dana College in Blair, Nebraska. Kim taught art in the Omaha Public Schools for
thirty-three years.

Kim, his best friend and wife, Lynn, opened Cooper Studio & Gallery in Ashland in 2001. The Coopers
have been marriedthify i ve year s. This past November mar ked

Their studio was originally Balderos Groceries.
grocery store until after World War Il. Since then it has been many different businesses, culminating with an
art gallery.

Kim and Lynn, along with friends and family have lovingly converted the second story into their loft
apartment with their business on the street level.

Al |l ove the beauty of the surrounding area. I
have come to know Salt Creek and its grasses, tr
Al om glad Jerry (Froistad) and his crew built t
photographed it often. o6 Cooper adds

ifiSalt Creek Bendo is one of Kimdéds oil paintings done
You may have seen Kim and Lynn tooling around t
could keep track of Lynn when biking! When we used to ride two separate bikes, | would turn around and sk
woul dndét be there anymorel! o. Stop in for a visi
being added, especially now that Kim is retired

talk to visitors.o

Please return the form on the next page, with your membership renewal/enroliment and
dinner reservations as soon as possiblenbuiater than April 5th to the AAC Secretary,
Peg Lutton. 408447173. 107 Clare Court, Ashland, Nebraska 68003.




